@ CrossMark
+click for updates

it sts]x]: A1 92 E Al 1% 2017 https://doi.org/10.3904/kjm.2017.92.1.94

Primaquine 58 ¥ TA3 W EFRIZHEF 19

A Case of Methemoglobinemia Caused by Primaquine

Jae Yong Lee', Sung-Han Kim', Sujong An', Hye-Seon Oh', Sang Young Yi', Hoon Hee Lee', and Duck Jong Han®
Departments of 'Internal Medicine and ZSurgery, Asan Medical Center, University of Ulsan College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Primaquine is often administered for the hypnozoite stage of Plasmodium vivax and Plasmodium ovale. Primaquine (with clinda-
mycin) is also an alternative drug for treatment of pneumocystis pneumonia when trimethoprim/sulfamethoxazole cannot be used.
Primaquine may cause methemoglobinemia, an altered state of hemoglobin in which the ferrous state of heme is oxidized to the fer-
ric state. We report a case of methemoglobinemia caused by a standard dose of primaquine plus clindamycin in a 27-year-old fe-
male recipient of a kidney transplant who was diagnosed with pneumocystis pneumonia. (Korean J Med 2017;92:94-98)
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Figure 1. High-resolution chest computed tomography scan
shows multifocal ground-glass opacity with interstitial wall
thickening.
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Figure 2. Serial chest x-ray obtained during hospitalization. (A) Hospital day 1; (B) hospital day 9 (change trimethoprim/sulfamethox-

azole to primaquine plus clindamycin); (C) hospital day 16 (cyanosis of the extremities and lips); and (D) hospital day 25 (discharge).
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Figure 3. Change in C-reactive protein level and body temper-

ature during hospitalization. BT, body temperature; CRP, C-re-

active protein; HD, hospital day.
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