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Table 1. Interpretation of serological tests for asymptomatic patients without a history of treated syphilis

Nontreponemal test

Treponemal test

Case (VDRL or RPR) FTA-ABS IgG EIA or CIA® Interpretation

A - - - No syphilis infection

B - - + Possible latent infection
C - + - Possible latent infection
D - + + Latent infection

E + - - No syphilis infection

F + - + Probable Latent infection
G + + - Probable Latent infection
H + + + Latent infection

VDRL, venereal disease research laboratory; RPR, rapid plasma reagin test; FTA-ABS, fluorescent treponemal antibody absorbed test;

EIA, enzyme immunoassay; CIA, chemiluminescence immunoassay.

*Similar tests include 7. palliudum Hemagglutination test (TPHA), T. pallidum passive Particle Agglutination (TPPA), and

Microhemagglutination test for antibodies to 7. pallidum (MHA-TP).
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