chRhi ek s] &) A1 90 E Al 6 & 2016

@ CrossMark
+click for updates

http://dx.doi.org/10.3904/kjm.2016.90.6.501

aepehstan o
Al
—

Benefits of Intensive Blood Pressure Lowering

Jinho Shin

Division of Cardiology, Department of Internal Medicine, Hanyang University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

In general, each increase of 20/10 mmHg (systolic to diastolic) blood pressure (BP) above 115 mmHg and 75 mmHg results in a
two-fold increased risk for cardiovascular complications. In addition, cerebrovascular events in association with hypertension are
more frequent than myocardial infarctions in Asian populations. To prove the correlation between cardiovascular events and hyper-
tension observed in the observational studies, BP-lowering studies should be performed to demonstrate the preventive effect on car-
diovascular events. However, no randomized clinical studies to date have been able to prove the preventative effects of BP lowering
in the blood pressure around 140/90 mmHg or mild hypertension. Despite the fact that many guidelines, including Joint National
Committee-7 guidelines, recommend BP lowering for those ranges of blood pressure. In recent years, there have been many contra-
dictory hypotheses about the asymmetry between the results from observational studies and clinical trials, which have led to the es-
tablishment of representative studies to set new target BPs. Such studies have proven the benefits of BP lowering closer to optimal
blood pressure. Therefore, a discussion about applying these findings to patient care is needed. (Korean J Med 2016;90:501-506)
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