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A Case of Duodenal Diverticulum Mimicking a Peripancreatic Abscess

Sun Young Kim, Jin Nam Kim, Sun Ok Kwon, In Hye Cha, Soo Hyung Ryu, You Sun Kim, and Jeong Seop Moon

Division of Gastroenterology, Department of Internal Medicine, Seoul Paik Hospital,

Inje University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

The duodenum is the second most common site, after the colon, of diverticuli in the alimentary tract. Although most patients with

duodenal diverticuli are asymptomatic, previous studies have demonstrated a possible association between duodenal diverticuli and

choledocholithiasis and pancreatitis. In addition, duodenal diverticuli mimicking periampullary tumors and cystic neoplasms of the

pancreas have been reported. We report a case of a duodenal diverticulum that mimicked a peripancreatic abscess. A 65-year-old

woman was admitted for epigastric pain and vomiting. Abdominal CT confirmed the diagnosis of acute pancreatitis. Follow-up

abdominal CT performed for a sustained fever revealed several newly developed peripancreatic abscesses. Most of the abscesses

were drained percutaneously, but those around the uncinate process seldom respond to treatment. This patient was confirmed to

have a duodenal diverticulum by endoscopy and duodenography. Duodenal diverticuli must be considered in a differential diag-
nosis of peripancreatic abscesses. (Korean J Med 2013;84:249-253)
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Figure 1. Abdominal CT shows enlargement of the head and
neck portion of the pancreas, with fluid collection.

Figure 2. Abdominal CT shows a newly developed rim-en-
hanced fluid collection in the right perirenal space (A) and un-
cinate process (arrow, B).
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Figure 3. Abdominal CT reveals the percutaneous drain catheter
located at Morrison’s pouch, the right perirenal space (A), and
the uncinate process (B).

Figure 4. Abdominal CT shows
that the abscess on the uncinate
process has greatly increased in
size.
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Figure 5. Esophagogastroduodenoscopy with colonoscope reveals a huge diverticulum in the third portion of the duodenum (A).
Duodenography shows two diverticuli located in the duodenum: one is a periampullary diverticulum (arrowhead), and the other is a
diverticulum in the third portion (arrow, B).
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