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A Case of Intracardiac Thymic Carcinoma Presenting as Congestive Hepatopathy

Jin Tae Hwang', Min Hee Kim', Ki Jun Chang', Hyo Jeong Chang', Sung In Yu', Young Jin Yuh', and Hyun Jung Kim®
Departments of 'Internal Medicine and zPatholog/, Sanggye Paik Hospital, Inje University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Thymic carcinoma is a rare but aggressive epithelial neoplasm with a strong propensity for early local invasion and widespread
metastasis. It is common for thymic carcinomas to invade the lungs, pericardium, and great vessels. However, invasion of thymic
carcinoma into the right atrium, right ventricle, mediastinum, and superior vena cava is very rare. There have been sporadic reports
on intracardiac thymic carcinomas globally and only one case report in South Korea to date. We herein report a case of intracardiac
thymic carcinoma presenting as right-sided heart failure with congestive hepatopathy. (Korean J Med 2012;83:668-673)

Keywords: Carcinoma, thymic; Cardiac tumor; Heart failure, Right-sided; Thymoma
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Figure 1. Contrast-enhanced computed tomography (CT) shows an
approximately 6.6 x 7.1-cm-sized mass with mild enhancement in
the right atrium, protruding into the right ventricle and superior

vena cava. (A) Transverse view. (B) Coronal view.
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Figure 2. (A) Parasternal short-axis view and (B) apical four-chamber view of the intracardiac mass on transthoracic echocardiography.

The arrow indicates the mass in the right atrium.

Calretinin

Figure 3. (A) Low-power view shows the relationship between the heart and mass. The tumor is protruding into the cardiac chamber (he-
matoxylin and eosin [H&E] stain, x 10) and shows diffuse hemorrhagic necrosis (arrow). (B) The endocardium shows positive im-
munoreactivity for CD34 (immunohistochemistry stain, x 200) and (C) the pericardium shows positive immunoreactivity for calretinin
(immunohistochemistry stain, x 400).
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Figure 4. (A) The tumor shows multinodular growth separated by fibrous septae (hematoxylin and eosin [H&E] stain, x 10). Some nod-
ules are composed of mixed dense lymphocytes and (B) others are predominantly composed of epithelial cells (H&E stain, x 400).
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Figure 5. (A) There are a few foci of lymphovascular invasion (hematoxylin and eosin [H&E] stain, x 200). The epithelial component is
negative for CD5 (B) and B-cell lymphoma 2 (Bcl-2) (C), differentiating the lesion from type C thymic carcinoma (immunohistochem-
istry stain, x 400).
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