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Development of a Tuberculous Liver Abscess as a Paradoxical Response

Sung Woong Jung, Jin Bae Kim, Jong Soo Choi, Kyung Min Lee, Su Rin Shin, Sang Hoon Park, and Myung Seok Lee
Department of Internal Medicine, Hallym University Medical Center, Hallym University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Tuberculous liver abscesses are rare. We report here a case of tuberculous liver abscess that developed in a paradoxical response
during appropriate anti-tuberculosis chemotherapy in a 50-year-old male. In this case, a paradoxical response to the treatment of in-
testinal tuberculosis may have been involved in the pathogenesis of the liver abscess. (Korean J Med 2012;83:87-92)
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Figure 1. (A) Initial pelvic computed tomography (CT) before anti-tuberculosis therapy shows a localized fluid collection in the supra-

vesicular area (arrow). (B-D) Follow-up CT 2, 4, and 8 months after starting anti-tuberculosis therapy shows a lesion that decreased rap-
idly in size and had disappeared completely at 8 months.
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Figure 2. (A) Before anti-tuberculosis therapy, liver CT shows no abnormality. (B) After treatment for 2 months, a new small low-at-
tenuation nodule was noted between the left anterior lateral segment of the liver and the peritoneal surface (arrow). (C) After treatment
for 4 months, the lesion had increased to ~1.7 cm in size. (D) After treatment for 8 months, the left hepatic abscess had increased to ~2.8
cm in size.
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Figure 3. (A) At colonoscopy before anti-tuberculosis therapy, an ulcer and granulomatous inflammation are noted on the cecal base
(arrow). (B) After 5 months of anti-tuberculosis therapy, the ulcer and inflammation after anti-tuberculosis are nearly normal. (C) At 8
months, the cecal base has a normal mucosa and no recurrent lesion was found.

Figure 4. (A) Gross surgical biopsy of the liver abscess. (B) Histologically, Ziehl-Nielsen staining for acid fast bacilli was negative. (C)
Microscopically, the specimen showed chronic granulomatous inflammation with a small central necrosis (arrow, x 100). (D)
Caseogranulomatous inflammation (x 400).
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