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Clinical and Epidemiological Characteristics of Coronavirus Disease 2019
in the Early Stage of Outbreak
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In December 2019, a novel coronavirus, which is now designated as severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2

(SARS-CoV-2), was first identified as the etiology of pneumonia of unknown cause in patients from Wuhan of central China. Since

the first report of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), the disease became pandemic causing the large-scale outbreak all over the

world. In this review, we discuss the clinical and epidemiological characteristics of COVID-19 in the early stage of outbreak based

on recent reports from China. (Korean J Med 2020;95:67-73)
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Table 2. Target genes to identify SARS-CoV-2 by countries

CH24]. WHOOIA: E §47 PORS AVE AALR Bholst oo Torget gene

South Korea RdRp, E, (N)
orflb 7] RdRp 414 PCRE 2K A= At China ORFlab and N
Atk AR AZIN Ak 1] A HAgeR o RARp,E.N
Uz 27 & &80 2 ARE-she, o]t 79 218 Hong Kong ORF1b-nspl4, N
AAZE 25 o A Fdem Adsiar ok Japan pancorona and multiple targets, Spike

Thailand N

u.s. three targets in N gene

France two targets in RdRp
Table 1. Case definition of coronavirus disease 2019

Definition

Confirmed case

Suspected case

A patient who is infected with SARS-CoV-2 regardless of clinical presentations
A patient who has fever (> 37.5C) or acute respiratory symptoms (cough, shortness of breath) AND close con-

tact with a confirmed case of SARS-CoV-2 within 14 days before onset of illness

1. A suspected patient with SARS-CoV-2 based on physician assessment

Patient under
investigation

2. A patient who has fever (>37.5C) or acute respiratory symptoms (cough, shortness of breath) AND travel to or
from countries of COVID-19 outbreak (ex. China) within 14 days before onset of illness
3. A patient who has fever (>37.57) or acute respiratory symptoms (cough, shortness of breath) AND is epidemio-

logically linked with domestic outbreak within 14 days before onset of illness
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