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Figure 1. IgE mediated allergic reaction.
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Table 1. Comparison of characteristics of allegen-specific IgE
tests

Serum specific IgE  Allergen skin
test prick test
Method In vitro In vivo
Risk of allergic No Yes
reaction
Affected by No Yes
antihistamine
Affected by systemic No Sometimes
steroid
Affected by skin No Yes
condition
Convenient Yes Less
Skilled person Not-needed Needed
Sensitivity Less sensitive Sensitive
Selection of various Limited in Yes

allergens singleplex test

Cost Expensive Less expensive

Time-required to Immediate

result

Time-consuming

"Dermographism or extensive dermatitis.
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Figure 2. Regional allergic pollen calendar in Korea. Adapted from [10] with permission.
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