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What's hot?

Determination of Health Insurance Fee Schedule and Strengthening Policy
for Health Insurance Coverage

Young Sam Kim

Department of Internal Medicine, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

The resource-based relative value scale (RBRVS) was introduced in Korea as a payment system in 2001. However, the health in-
surance fee schedule had many problems. Unbalanced insurance fee schedules still occur, and the relative value was not divided be-
tween physicians’ work and practice expenses. Furthermore, malpractice fees were not included in the total RBRVS. The first re-
finement project of the health insurance relative value scales was conducted in 2003 and the second project started in 2010. In the
first project, final relative values were calculated under budget neutrality by medical departments, and imbalances within the de-
partments were resolved. However, imbalances still existed between departments. In the second project, final relative values were
classified and computed by the type of medical treatment. The final RBRVS has been applied step by step since 2017 and the im-
balance problem of the insurance fee schedule has been partially resolved. The government recently announced strengthening the
plan for health insurance coverage. The current coverage rate for total medical costs by national health insurance is 63%. The pur-
pose of this plan was to increase the coverage rate by up to 70%. The government has suggested detailed plans but there remain
many controversial issues and limitations with regard to the practical aspects. Thus, further research and suggestions are needed.
(Korean J Med 2018;93:80-86)
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Table 1. Research project for resource based relative value scale and it’s application
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Table 2. Determination principle of health insurance coverage rate

=l

=

A= adpgol dsd
A adpgo] S HA &2 47

A2 agpdol IFE o, tiA 7Hs st ARl A 8T}

SEOLE, iRl 7Hs e ol aho] fIaL AR A R E L e A
shil Ab8l 4 a7 s}

A= mahgo] AEEA g AR A 7Hs

AP EA A P AR AR AT RS A5
24 A 7Hs of o BA Yol A

50% =&
50-80% 42
e A9 Se AR Aol AFHA Y 5oy, 2z

0T

S 8F 80% E+= H]w o

MEES BoloHAE WAt —  AEMAE |
+7
¥
Ao|B7|aIIe S| | | Bsoe s
BIICH 4012 E A (& 902 ol
!
2ot HEEIRIAT|/
22|23
M oYM, 98N ZE
y

HIoEn S
(H== 280Y QJLY)

I
HEEHHALE7HE 130
20{0{20t 7 2 47t @elo|
I e LEESE

MAFHE oA
SOl 2T 7= A&
2oyAE7IENS 2

Figure 1. Evaluation and decision process for new technology.

of
oo

E AP HOPAS o o, ol Fria, AA
Ao] A B Hlelz gele] B AEg w
efsto] Besi Em ulg Ibo] AFEA g
Hmoﬂ o)Az} A

& o Hn :ﬁ s
b o

2 Ho
:?L_'.
oft
9‘L
)
i
Kl
e
= o

L 103 7F 60% oA AAEQL, BE|7F A5LF]
40%7} Y A o@u] wiEo] E71e) gtk 3 AR
L AREE 32 &0z = To] 202 Y oA
o we} BAY st %8}1 olE =1l ‘éoﬂﬂl Ha!'
SHA F Ao|th

FH A

oA %%P%F ﬁlmlﬂm WIS o]
FH] Feo] Z H|go] gidS 17 E )
5kl =2l ok 5 FHFAITY ojmH] Fes A, 7
A TS gAetste] =v19] ojgn] YRE w717} A US
= W8o] 23tElo] Stk 1% QJARA 9] ZFEgh
Fo] A gl H4ARl vl tidS Fo
H| o5 2} GloffH A AW Folstst
A7 AL ANEL] Fhol disf w2 o
I ek =39 2 Az R sl el
30%01]A1 90%71A] 5 A-gdh= ofjH]Fofo] & g
7, 359 5 Asgristo] gof, ofulgo], ujge] o

A8t Zlo|t). Aol thallAl= kA XE*XM ﬂ.—.-i
2t S aeste] Ao AHFTAEEA == 74
otE] SApe] ERIRHES AHs 485k AlToA=E

3o Hlgo] el Adeilga], A&
=l

Po] PUMHIAS EBA O AFFH WA 20024714
109 Aro = SefsiAIcka WSk Aduie]l Ag
H o=u] 3 B FESH BelRehE AR 7
AE 2~

==



— Young Sam Kim. Health insurance coverage in Korea —

= H| = ¢ H| = O 0|&
| = L = = [=] A e
NEof gesHEd | | =a || E=x 5 tol=7|e
2o || oo =0 HXE | | HZ2Y9 |
_ xlu17|- .T*.[-E| A7t & 14 9!
e [=} —_ | - B o
AZEHEHAU(H|E 1358 ) x| ez 243} co:";g =
2= Az oA (2 3,800 7H: o 232 8000 7K A7 MEZSETEE ZojLtojdH| 20z
X 2= 30000 7H) ks Sl HlZ20 x| 23t
Aztes Mde gl Hyt s I1|9| MEFA=

HO|HELS- 30, 50, ?o 90%, LAl MEZX 30%
H|2 0] Z2kala| 2 9|3 Mi”‘“ﬂﬁl 2ho;
Sl 4274

& A 0f H 2022L:!H+KI 20071 O| Mo =2
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