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Relief System for Adverse Drug Reactions in Korea

Min-Suk Yang"”

'Division of Allergy and Clinical Immunology, Department of Internal Medicine, SMG-SNU Boramae Medical Center, Seoul;
2Department of Internal Medicine, Seoul National University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

The relief system for adverse drug reactions is a reimbursement system for non-fault injury from drugs that started with the intent
of relieving victims of adverse drug reactions despite normal use of the medicines. In Korea, the relief system for adverse drug re-
actions started on December 19, 2014. To date, the deliberation process for 100 cases of adverse drug reactions has ended, of which
78 cases received relief reimbursement. As this is the early phase of system implementation, efforts to stabilize the system are
needed. It is very important for clinicians to participate actively in mediating between the victims of adverse drug reactions and the
Korea Institute of Drug Safety & Risk Management, to establish an effective relief system. It is also important to implement the
most favorable relief system considering the socioeconomic and medical environment in Korea. (Korean J Med 2018;93:5-13)

Keywords: Relief work; Drug-related side effects and adverse reactions; Korea
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Figure 1. Process of the adverse drug reaction relief system in Korea (adopted and modified from [5]). ADR, adverse drug reaction.
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Table 3. Number of relieved subjects by the adverse drug reaction relief system in Korea (December 12, 2014 to June 30, 2017)

AP LA BT B YA AT Z 7] e v A

A4 52 6 48 44 150
21091913 A4 43 5 17 35 100
Ao A} A 29 4 16 78 29
u) 22 14 1 1 22 6

Adopted and modified from [5].
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Table 4. Description of relieved subjects in the adverse drug reaction relief system in Korea
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Table 4. Continued
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Allopurinol TEN
Paroxetine, lafutidine, cilostazol Cholestatic hepatic injury
Allopurinol DRESS

Adopted and modified from [5].

TEN, toxic epidermal necrolysis; DRESS, drug reaction with eosinophilia and systemic symptoms; SJS, Stevens-Johnson syndrome.
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Figure 2. Changes in the annual ratio of the number of relieved victims from adverse drug reactions to that of the general population after
implementing the adverse drug reaction relief system in Japan and Taiwan (adopted and modified from [6]).
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