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Quadruple Metachronous Primary Malignant Neoplasm
in the Head and Neck and Digestive Tract

Sang Gyu Choi

Department of Radiation Oncology, Dankook University College of Medicine, Cheonan, Korea

Multiple primary cancers, i.€., the occurrence of multiple malignant neoplasms in a single patient, were first reported by Billorth

in 1889. The incidence is low but increasing gradually due to developments in cancer diagnosis, early detection, and prolongation of

life. In Korea, double primary cancers are occasionally reported. However, the simultaneous presence of four primary cancers in a

single patient is rare. Recently, we experienced the case of a 68-year-old male diagnosed with quadruple primary cancers involving

the esophagus, tonsils, liver and buccal mucosa. Here, we report this very rare case of four metachronous primary neoplasms and
provide a brief review of the related literature. (Korean J Med 2017;92:204-208)
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Figure 1. (A) Microscopic findings of the esophagus. Non-papil-
lary type, well-differentiated squamous cell carcinoma of the
esophagus: carcinoma cell infiltration of the stroma. H&E stain,
x100. (B) Positron emission tomography/computed tomography
scanning demonstrating a hypermetabolic lesion (SUVmax,
14.5) in the upper to mid esophagus. (C) Oropharyngeal com-
puted tomography showing a 3 cm, lobulated enhancing mass in
the left palatine tonsil with suspicious invasion of the left tongue
muscle (arrow). (D) Liver computed tomography scan showing a
1.5 cm hypervascular nodular lesion in liver dome S8 (arrow) in
the arterial phase.
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Cancer cancer cancer
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CCRT : Concurrent chemoradictherapy, ~ TACE : Transarterial chemoembolization
HCC : Hepatocellular carcinoma

SD : Stable disease

NED : No evidence of disease

RND : Radical neck dissection

Figure 2. Time related graph for medical history.
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